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April 2, 2009

TO: Directors, Exceptional Children Programs
Preschool Coordinators, Exceptional Children Programs

FROM: Mary Watson, Director, Exceptional Children Divisio“l??/)a/
John Pruette, Executive Director, Office of School Readinessd‘v

SUBJECT:  Physician to Preschool Program Notification Process

We are pleased to release three technical assistance documents titled North Carolina Physician to
Preschool Program Process Chart, the accompanying Notification Flow Chart Legend and Notes, and the
Physician Notification and Release of Information form. These documents were developed at the request of the
North Carolina Pediatric Association to clarify our process and provide guidance for physicians when making
notifications to the preschool programs about children who have failed physician-conducted screenings for
developmental delays and suspected Autism. The documents will be presented to the North Carolina Pediatric
Association to disseminate to its members for use in the field. Preschool Program staffs are also welcome to
utilize them when communicating with physician’s offices.

We would like to thank the many stakeholders from the Exceptional Children Preschool Programs, as
well as the program consultants and monitors within the Department of Public Instruction, who reviewed these
documents and provided input into their development. These documents can be found in their entirety at the
Exceptional Children Division website: www.ncpublicschools.org/ec/policy, and at the Office of School
Readiness website: www.osr.nc.gov . Attached you will find a PDF copy of these documents for your future
use.

We continue to appreciate and support the further development of Child Find programs in North
Carolina. If you have any questions, please contact Dr. Vivian James at Vivian.james@ncmail.net, 919-218-
8384 or Dr. Norman Allard at NAllard(@dpi.state.nc.us, 919-807-3691.

MNW/IP/vj
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c Cindy Bagwell
Ira Wolfe
Jody Koon
Vivian James
Norman Allard
Pollye Pruitt

EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN DIVISION

Mary N. Watson, Director | mwatson@dpi.state.nc.us
6356 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-6356 | (919) 807-3969 | Fax (919) 807-3243
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